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‘SAPPHIRE’™SOFT LEAF BUFFALO is a 
hardy warm seasons grass with exceptional 
drought tolerance. What makes Sapphire 
different to other Soft Leaf Buffalo turf  
varieties, is its fine texture and great winter 
colour. Till now, fine textured Buffalos have 
been slow growing and shallow rooted, but 
Sapphire is different. We believe Sapphire 
is the best fine textured, drought tolerant, 
hard wearing Buffalo best suited to Victo-
ria’s cool climate.  
 

PLANT MAINTENANCE 
Mowing 

• Mow every 7-10 days in the hot months; mow every 3-6 weeks in the cold 
months.  

• Sharpen mower blades frequently. 

• Retain maximum length during the cooler months to retain colour and vigour. 
Watering 

• Water thoroughly and regularly after installation to encourage a deep and vigor-
ous root system (turf will be able to fossick for water and therefore be more able 
to withstand hot dry conditions).  

• Once the root system has fully established, water thoroughly only when required – 
During warm or hot weather once every 7-10 days in summer (on sandy soils 
more often), with much less or no water in cooler months.  

• Remember that infrequent, deep watering promotes a healthy lawn.  

• Over watering encourages excessive growth, disease and root rot. 
Fertilising 

• For best results use a slow release fertiliser three times per year (Early spring, 
mid summer and late Autumn) In the heat of summer avoid over fertilising or us-
ing manure based products.  

• If you need a quick green up, use a liquid fertilizer high in nitrogen to promote a 
lush green lawn.  

• Do not use weed and feed fertilizers unless otherwise stated on product back 
panel.  

Sapphire™ 

SOFT LEAF BUFFALO (ST AUGUSTINE GRASS) ‘B12’ 

Stenotapharum secundatum 

Winter colour 
Evergreen to moderate dormancy 

Wear tolerance 
Excellent with very fast recovery 

Salt tolerance 
Will tolerate moderate salt levels 

Root structure 
Very deep rooted 

Shade tolerance 
Moderate to good. Will tolerate up to 
60% shade 

Texture 
Fine leaf structure, soft to touch 

Mowing height 
35mm-45mm if grown in full sun, 
50mm-60mm if grown in part shade. 

Top dressing 
Top dress with fine washed sand 
after installation 

Herbicides 
Sprays containing DICAMBA must 
not be applied to Soft Leaf Buffalo. 

Seed availability 
Sapphire soft leaf buffalo is not avail-
able as seed, it is propagated by 

Leaf Structure 

Internode length 
50.4mm average 
Leaf width 
6.4mm average 
Leaf length 
20.2mm average 
Leaf colour 
Colour green (RHS 137A) 

Sapphire soft leaf Buffalo is available 
all year round. We recommend for 
best results turf be installed from 
October through to May 

‘Sapphire’ is a new fine textured Australian variety bred from ‘Sir Walter’ Buffalo. (Sir 
Walter parentage as per PBR application #2002/342, Cert. #2317, Accepted 
13/12/2002) 

Quick reference guide 

Seasonal availability 

Drought tolerance 

Very low water requirement once 
established 


